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The dynasties of Qi and Liang saw the prosperity of literary criticism in the 
medieval times and it is in particular that there were conservative, innovative and 
eclectic three factions when it came to Liang dynasty. As a famous litterateur and 
historian of this period, Xiao Zixian put forward a viewpoint "no variation, no 
development” in Book of Southern Qi and became one of the initiators of the 
innovative theory during the Liang dynasty. Book of Southern Qi had been listed into 
the 24 official history books because of its extremely important historical and literary 
value. Originally, Xiao Zixian was a member of the Imperial Clan in Qi dynasty, but 
he became an official in Liang dynasty subsequently. Because of the special and 
embarrassing status, it is of great consideration in the process of his writing. In spite 
of this, he commendably managed this contradiction, which is a remarkable place 
during the development of historical and biographical literature. Consequently, Zhao 
Yi regarded him as a good historian. Xiao Zixian had made a significant and indelible 
contribution both to the fields of literary theory and historical literature. Thus, it is 
necessary to carry on a comprehensive and in-depth research about Xiao Zixian.  
The thesis studies the relevant historical data and works in detail, investigates 
Xiao Zixian’s personal history, friend-making, thoughts and temperaments in depth, 
redefines his literary concepts, discusses his literary works and inspects the literary 
characteristics of Book of Southern Qi， and then generally summarize the remarkable 
achievements and impacts of Xiao Zixian in literary history. 
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